FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Contact:  info@berkeleyprize.org

  benjamicl@hotmail.com
Winners in the Eighth Annual, 2006, international BERKELEY UNDERGRADUATE PRIZE FOR ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN EXCELLENCE Competition are announced.  
________________________________________________________________
Since its founding in 1996, the international BERKELEY UNDERGRADUATE PRIZE FOR ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN EXCELLENCE competition  has encouraged undergraduate architecture students to write about issues central to the understanding of the social art of architecture and the social role of the architect in today’s world. What is that role?  What should it be?  By asking students to grapple with just such problems, the Prize brings to the forefront of students’ thinking the reality that Architecture is a Social Art.

This year’s topic of Children and the City, which was dedicated to UNESCO’s Growing Up In Cities Programme, attracted a wide response for both the BERKELEY PRIZE Essay Competition and the BERKELEY PRIZE Travel Fellowship Competition.

There were 111 Essay Competition entries representing 127 students from 37 universities in 28 different countries in response to this year’s Question:  
You believe that there are special ways that would allow children to uniquely benefit from the richness of the city in which you live. What is your best idea? Describe your thoughts in the form of a proposal that would persuade the city to agree to accept and help pay for the idea. 
The winners reflect the diversity of the authors and illustrate the worldwide interest in and thinking about the ideals of a socially-grounded architecture. Here are the results: 

Ms. Qurratulain Poonawala, Indus Valley School of Art and Architecture, Karachi, Pakistan:  First Place ($3500.00) 

Mr. Asween Ramhotor, RMIT University, Melbourne, Australia:  Second Place ($1000.00)
(The team of) Ms. Carol Bellows and Mr. Sebastian Rake, University of Oregon, Eugene, U.S.A.:  Third Place ($500.00 each)
 

Mr. Andrew Amara, Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda:  Third Place ($500.00) 

Their biographies, photographs, and a link to their essays are now posted at: http://www.berkeleyprize.org/essay/essay.cfm?year=2006&link=essays.cfm.   This year's Essay Competition Jurors  were: Noeman AlSayyad, Architect, United Nations Development Programme in Egypt; Professor Roger Hart, Children's Environments Research Group, Graduate Center of the City University of New York; Herman Hertzberger, Architect, Amsterdam, The Netherlands; and Professor Anna Rubbo, University of Sydney, Australia, Convener, Global Studio.




 

Essay Prize semi-finalists were offered the opportunity to compete for the BERKELEY PRIZE Travel Fellowship.  This year, the Travel Fellowship offered airfare and a three-week stipend to attend the  3rd United Nations Habitat World Urban Forum in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada in June.  While there the winner participates in GUiC+10 (the tenth anniversary activities of the Growing Up in Cities Programme); and the Global Studio.  15 Travel Fellowship Proposals were received.  
It is with great pleasure to announce that the Travel Fellowship Winner and Runner-up are:
 

Andrew Amara, Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda (Travel Fellow)  
 

Dustin Tobias, Temple University, Philadelphia, U.S.A.  (Runner-up). 
 

Their biographies, photographs, and a link to their essays are now posted at:   http://www.berkeleyprize.org/travel/travel.cfm?year=2006.  Jurors for the Travel Fellowship Competition were: Professor Louise Chawla, Ph.D., Kentucky State University, International Coordinator, GUiC;; Benjamin Clavan, Ph.D., Architect, Los Angeles, California, Member, Berkeley Prize Committee; Professor David Driskell, Cornell University, Chair, GUiC; Professor Ray Lifchez, University of California Berkeley Department of Architecture, Chair, Berkeley Prize Committee; Jason Miller, MLIS, Secretary and Member of the Berkeley Prize Committee; and Adriano Pupilli, Sydney, Australia, 2004 BERKELEY PRIZE Travel Fellowship recipient.
The Fellowship requires a final report: Mr. Amara's will be available in late Summer or early Fall.  Previous reports, archives of past Competitions including winning essays, essays by BERKELEY PRIZE Committee Members on the social art of architecture, full biographies of past Reviewers and Jurors, links to people and organizations working to foster social architecture, re-prints of articles on the BERKELEY PRIZE, and contact information are all available on the BERKELEY PRIZE website:  www.berkeleyprize.org.

Watch for the announcement of the 2007 BERKELEY PRIZE on November 1, 2006.

SIDEBAR

The Berkeley Prize — How it Works

Each year, the Prize Committee poses a Question on its web site, www.berkeleyprize.org. Students enrolled in any undergraduate architecture program throughout the world are invited to submit a 500-word essay proposal responding to the question.  From this pool of essays, approximately 25 are selected by the Prize Committee as particularly promising.  These semifinalists are then asked to submit a 2,500-word essay expanding on their proposals.  

A group of readers, composed of committee members and invited colleagues, selects five to eight of the best essays and sends these finalists on to a jury of international academics and architects to select the winners.  The BERKELEY PRIZE Essay Competition is announced, papers 
submitted, and reader- and jury-reviewed all online.  
Semifinalists are offered the opportunity to participate in the BERKELEY PRIZE Travel Fellowship Competition.  Students are asked to submit a Proposal of how a given architectural travel opportunity will help them capitalize on the research they did for their Essay and long-term academic and professional pursuits.
During the past eight years, hundreds of students have submitted proposals and essays, representing dozens of schools of architecture from nearly forty countries.  In recognition of these efforts, the prize was the recipient of the 2002 American Institute of Architects’ Education Honor Award.  
The Berkeley Prize has also garnered international acclaim, not the least reason for which is its complete embracing of digital technology.  In partial recognition of this outreach, the 2003 Berkeley Prize competition was named a special event of “World Heritage in the Digital Age,” a virtual congress helping to commemorate the thirtieth anniversary of the UNESCO World Heritage Convention.

